
When you first come to a Club or organisation there are
always things you want to know and it’s the same when
you first start playing bowls. 
Often new bowlers may be apprehensive, fearing that they
are not good enough or that they may let the team down,
and that they may upset more experienced players. 
We have all been new bowlers at some stage and
remember what it was like when we first started 
and how grateful we were to members who helped 
and encouraged us.
The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with some
information about the Club; how to start playing; and what
bowling activities are open to you. 

We think that our Club is very special, and after playing
bowls and socialising with other Club members, we are
sure you’ll feel the same way.

AT THE ANGEL INDOOR BOWLS CLUB

Avenue Du Puy
Tonbridge TN9 1QH

Reception: 01732 771200
Office: 01732 771262

www.angelibc.co.uk

AN INTRODUCTION
TO BOWLING
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We have five different kinds 
of membership to suit everyone. 
Details of current membership fees 
are available on the separate sheet
enclosed with this booklet.

Full Membership
This entitles you to bowl all the year round,
enter leagues, competitions, and play in
matches, provided you have paid the
appropriate green fee, and you may use the
facilities of the Club at any time.

Social Membership
Social Membership entitles members to use 
the facilities of the Club at any time. 

Social Membership +Summer Bowling
By adding ‘Summer Bowling’, members can
also play during the summer season (May to
September) at the prevailing green fee rate for
full members.

Assisted Bowling
We are very proud of our assisted league which
was formed when the Club first opened in
1981. This runs every week at times shown in
the Members’ Handbook. We have bowlers who
use wheelchairs, those who are partially sighted
and others with physical limitations, all of whom
are assisted by a group of volunteers.

Junior Associate Membership
Our Junior section is for Under 18s. 
There is no official lower age limit but we 
find in practice that around 6-7 is the youngest
age that is suitable although this very much
depends on the individual child. We meet every
Saturday throughout the year and full details
are shown on the attached sheet.
They take part in the Under 17 Kent Invicta
league and there are ample other opportunities
to play in Inter-Club tournaments, matches and
competitions. They have a Child Protection
Policy in place and an independent Child
Protection Officer.

How do I join and what membership options are there?
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When can I visit the Club to bowl 
or use the facilities and how much
does it cost?
Full details are shown on the separate sheet
enclosed with this booklet.

I am new to bowling – can I get any
help learning how to play?
Yes, of course – if you visit us on an Open
session, you will be shown the basics and we
will arrange for you to have four free lessons
with one of our qualified coaches. Open
sessions are held weekly throughout the year
with no obligation to join.

Do I need to wear anything special?
This varies depending on what you are doing.
While being coached, we only expect you to
wear sensible clothing for the occasion, and
some thick socks to protect your feet.
Once your coaching sessions have been
concluded, then you will need regulation
bowling shoes, grey trousers or skirts with
white shirts or tops (with collars). These are
known as ‘greys’.
In the winter season, if you are playing in a
Club match or special events, you normally
need to wear ‘whites’. This means white
trousers or skirt and the registered Club shirt
(available to order through the office) and
white shoes.
In the summer there is a more relaxed attitude
to the dress code and ‘greys’ are worn for all
inter-Club matches and competitions.
Other changes to the dress code will be made
known to you as and when appropriate.
However, we do ask all members to respect
the dress code and jeans, track suits and
shorts are NOT permitted at any time.
For all items of clothing and shoes, we can
give you details on where to buy these locally
or they are readily available online.

Below is more information about when you can come,
what to wear and how the Club works.

OK, I would like to play – how do 
I book a rink?
Members of the Club can book a rink up to two
weeks in advance in person at the Reception
Desk, at any time when the Club is open, or by
phoning 01732 771200 after 10 am each day.
You will need to pay for your rink on the day,
before you start to bowl. Please note that if
rinks are booked but you do not use them, the
member or person who booked the rink will be
required to pay the green fees if cancelled less
than 24 hours before the start time.
If you are taking part in National, County or
Club Competitions, you may need to offer your
opponents a variety of dates. In that case, you
can make provisional bookings up to four weeks
in advance. The Green Steward will make a
written note of these in the Rink Bookings
system. Once a firm date is chosen, you must
make sure that the correct rink is confirmed in
the book and the unwanted bookings deleted. If
you fail to cancel a provisional booking, you will
be liable for the full green fees.

Are rinks always available?
The Winter Season (October to April) is much
busier than the Summer Season.
There may be rare occasions when our Chief
Green Steward will need to cancel a rink that
you have pre-booked. If we need to do this we
will do our best to let you know beforehand.
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There is a lot that you can choose from
but it depends on how involved you want
to get. As you gain experience and your
confidence grows you may wish to
become involved. There are various
options available to you.

Club Casual Sessions – or ‘Roll Ups’
You can book any vacant rink for what we call a
‘roll-up’, which is a casual practice session. You
can do this on your own or with a group of other
members, up to a maximum of eight people per
rink. We also run organised ‘roll-up’ sessions
where you can ‘Turn-up-&-Play’ with others on a
more organised basis. Details of these sessions
can be found in your Membership Handbook.

Internal Club leagues
Throughout the winter season we run a varied
programme of Club leagues: Men’s, Ladies and
Mixed. There are both day and evening leagues.
Details of the Ladies leagues and how to join a
team are posted in their changing room; Men
and Mixed League details are on the notice board
in the main area opposite the Reception Desk.
Although many of our members play outdoors
during the summer months, we still run leagues
and these are an ideal way for new and social
members to get involved and gain experience.

Inter-Club Matches
Throughout the year we organise matches
against other clubs in Kent and neighbouring
counties – again, Men’s, Ladies and Mixed.
Some of these are Kent League matches and
some are ‘friendlies’ – you will be able to see
which is which on the match selection sheets.

So what goes on at the Club then, what kind of matches 
can I play in and how do I get selected?

Who Can Play?
Only Full Members may play in Club matches in
the winter season but during the summer, ALL
fixtures are mixed and both Social+Summer
Bowling and Full Members can take part.
Playing in friendly matches is an ideal way for
new members to gain more bowling and match
experience before putting their names forward
for Kent League matches.

I would like to play in a Club match,
what do I have to do?
Match sheets are displayed either in the
changing rooms or on the notice board in the
main Club area opposite the reception desk. 
If you would like to play in a match, just put
your name on the sheet – if you are selected,
your name will be shown in the team selection
section at the bottom so you will need to check
the sheet to see if you are playing. If you are,
please then tick your name to confirm your
availability

Oh – I haven’t been picked – does that
mean I am not good enough?
No, absolutely not! Don’t be disappointed if you
are not picked for every match or at your first
try. Keep entering your name for matches and
you WILL be picked!
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This is all well and good but I don’t 
own any bowls!
That’s ok, now that you have decided to join
and start playing do not purchase any bowls
without first trying different sizes and models.
The Club has a stock that you can try and 
see what suits you, and please take advice
from our coaches or experienced members.
Only approved bowls shoes (smooth soles)
can be used on the green as the carpet can
easily be damaged. A replacement carpet
costs over £25,000 so you can see why!
There are specialist shops where you can
purchase bowls equipment so please ask for
advice or look online. Also in the Foyer Notice
Cabinet you can find second-hand bowls and
shoes advertised for sale.

Where do I keep my kit once I have it?
There are lockers at the Club where you 
can store your bowls equipment. A ‘one-off’
payment of £10.00 by application to the
Office is required, but that lasts all the time
you are a member. However, we do not have
enough for all members so should there be 
a waiting list, can you please take your kit
home with you.

Can I bring a guest?
Yes, you can. Guests are welcome to bowl,
subject to their playing with a member and
paying the appropriate green fee. They can
also join in other social activities at any time,
but only five visits in any one subscription year
for the same visitor are allowed.
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Lots! The Club is a friendly and
welcoming place to spend an evening
with friends or to use to pop in for a
coffee and bite to eat during the day.

Car Park
We have a large car park that members are
allowed to use when visiting the Club. However,
you are not allowed to park there when you are
not using the Club. Please note that when the
Club is closed the gates are locked and there
will be no-one available to let you out. Please
follow the arrowed route when arriving or
leaving and be sure to park within the marked
parking bays.

Restaurant
Our restaurant is a franchise and it is open
every lunch time throughout the winter session.
During the summer please check the notice
boards for opening times. The restaurant
provides light snacks, cooked lunches and
Sunday roasts. Our restaurant area can be
booked for private parties and functions subject
to availability.

Bar
We have a well stocked bar that has draught
and bottled beers as well as a wide range of
other soft and alcoholic drinks, all at very
competitive prices. Tea and coffee can also be
purchased from the bar.

What else does the Club offer apart from actually playing?

What other social activities do you
offer?
Throughout the year various quizzes, fun days,
music evenings and parties etc take place. We
also run a crib league and darts competition.
Details are published throughout the Club as
the events are organised.
You can also join our ‘100 Club’– for a small
monthly fee you have the chance to win a cash
prize. Application forms are sent with
membership details when joining but are also
available from the Main Notice Board.
If you have any ideas for a social event that you
think will be popular, just let a Bar Steward or
the Office know – they will be delighted to hear
from you.
All funds raised are used for the benefit 
of the Club and its members.
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Yes – For any Club to opperate efficiently
there must be a set of rules that
members are required to observe. 
We have a set of bylaws that members
should be aware of and comply with. 
A copy of the bylaws are available in the
Mens and Ladies changing rooms.

Who manages the Club?
The official name of the Club is the Angel
(Tonbridge) Indoor Bowls Association Limited.
There is a Council Of Management made up of
elected directors (listed in the members’
handbook) who are elected at the AGM each
November. They are responsible for the
finances of the Club and all the facilities. 
We lease the ground from Tonbridge and
Malling Council and the Club owns the building.

We also have separate Bowling
Committees who look after the 
general bowling affairs. 
We have five committees:
Angel (Tonbridge) Men’s Indoor Bowls Club
Angel (Tonbridge) Women’s Indoor Bowls Club
Angel (Tonbridge) Summer Indoor Bowls Club
Assisted Bowling Committee
Junior Associate Membership Committee

How do I know who they are?
Details of all the people serving on the Bowling
Committees, and their appropriate telephone
numbers, are contained in the Club Handbook
given to all members annually on payment of
the appropriate subscription.
Photographs of the Directors can be found in
the Foyer of the Club.
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Are there any other rules I need to know about?

I’ve got some questions not covered
here – who should I talk to?
Please feel free to call the Office on 01732
771262 or contact any of our Directors.

Other relevant and important
information
(a) Under the terms of our Lease, members of
the public who live within the Tonbridge and
Mailing Borough, are entitled to book rinks, for
which they are charged a public members rate.
(b) Application forms for all categories of
membership are available from the Office on
request either in writing or by telephoning
01732 771262/771200.

‘… and finally, like any Club, 
it is not what you get out 
of being a member that’s
important, it’s what you put in.  
Our experience shows that 
the more you get involved 
the more pleasure you will get 
from being a member.’
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POSITIVES
● Show consideration and respect to other

bowlers, as you would expect them to do 
to you.

● Keep quiet and still when players are on 
the mat. Stand well behind when your
opponent is on the mat.

● Walk close to the centre of the rink when
changing ends to avoid distracting the
adjoining rinks, and consult at the head
and not halfway down the rink.

● Be ready to play when it’s your turn.
● When an end is completed and you are 

at the mat end, assist with the collection 
of the bowls.

● Accept your skip’s instructions as to the
hand he/she wishes you to bowl, unless
they give you the option.

● Be a good loser; don’t blame others 
on the rink.

● Shake hands with your opponent before
and after the game.

● Remember that possession of the rink
belongs to your opponent when your bowl
has come to rest and you should either 
be behind the mat or the head.

● Stand well clear of the head – not in it.
● If you decide to fire/running bowl, 

warn those at the head.

© The information contained in this booklet is correct at time of going to press.

AND NEGATIVES
● Do not walk across other players’ rinks –

enter and leave the green from your rink.
● Do not drop your bowls – place them on

the rink/carpet.
● Do not deliver your bowl before the previous

bowl has come to rest.
● Do not cheer or applaud lucky or unlucky

bowls – accept them graciously.
● Do not complain about your opponent’s

lucky bowls – you will have your fair share
throughout the season.

● Do not waste time – if the result of the end
is in doubt then measure.

● Never be heard to criticise the carpet, or
your opponent.  

● Never use bad language.

… and finally please do not enter the bowls hall
before the seven minute bell sounds unless it is
urgent. Please wait before entering if someone
is about to bowl on rinks 5 and 6 and also rinks
2 and 3. You can open the door once their bowl
has left their hand. Do not walk behind/in front
of a bowler who is standing on the mat
preparing to bowl at either end of the hall. 

Things to consider when playing bowls
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